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CRONTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Monday 13th July 2026, 7:00pm — Parish Council Office

ATTENDANCE
Present: Cllr Gordon Thomas (Chair), Cllr Rosanne Hayes, Cllr Rachel Fielding, Cllr Gerard McGann, Cllr Colin Thistlewood, Cllr Lynne Heywood, Cllr Ron Gaffney (Ward Councillor), Helen Howard (Clerk & RFO), three members of the public.
Apologies accepted: Cllr Terry Byron (Ward Councillor), Cllr D Gilbertson (Ward Councillor)
AGENDA ITEM 1 — WELCOME AND APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received and accepted as noted above. 
AGENDA ITEM 2 — DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None declared.
AGENDA ITEM 3 — MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING (8th June 2026)
The minutes of the previous meeting were accepted as a true and accurate record. Proposed: Cllr Fielding. Seconded: Cllr Heywood
AGENDA ITEM 4 — REVIEW OF OUTSTANDING ACTIONS
Item 9/3 – Cronton Road Development – planning committee non-compliance with procedures pre-consultation – have been advised that the new national policy does not require the committee to consult with the Parish Council. Cllr Thomas has drafted a letter to Jemma Jones but will investigate with Clerk before sending.
Item 10/4 – Cyber incident – Cllr Thistlewood to verify with Clerk.
AGENDA ITEM 5 — PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Public participation opened at 7.15pm. Three members of the public were present.  Items raised:
1. Resident of Wheatfield Road has been logging wildlife activity in the proposed Cronton Road new development area, in particular the English partridge population which is on the UK red list of conservation concerns.  Advised to share the documentary evidence with the “Save Cronton’s Greenbelt” group.
2. Query on status of the planning decision regarding the proposed new Cronton Road development.  This has not been reviewed yet and the window for objections is still open.
3. Neighbourhood nuisance complaint(s).  Residents are advised to log any complaints directly with KMBC Environmental Health in the first instance as Councillors are then in a better position to follow up and support an existing complaint.  This is as advised by KMBC Environmental team during the action day on 1st July.
Public participation closed at 7.25pm.
AGENDA ITEM 6 — CO-OPT OF NEW COUNCILLORS
Unanimous decision reached on 2 candidates.
Proposed: Cllr Thomas.  Seconded: Cllr McGann. Motion carried.
Clerk to send formal invitation to the 2 successful candidates to attend the office for induction.
AGENDA ITEM 7 — WARD COUNCILLOR REPORTS
Cllr Gaffney:
1. Regarding the Area Liaison meetings, Cllr Gaffney contacted the secretary and was advised that public liaison is open to invitees only. The next meeting is 27th July and Cllr Gaffney will be permitted to table an item which is on the agenda.
Parish council are to continue to compile reports for all 3 Ward Councillors to submit, although Cllr Gaffney advises that he has had items vetoed in the past.
Permitted attendees include; Community safety team, LIVV Housing, Neighbourhood team, Environmental team, Planning, Highways.
2. Regarding planning issues, Cllr Gaffney has spoken to Alan Kilroe about the Chapel Lane access and understands that the planning officers are 100% for rejection.
The decision on Cronton Road proposed development will likely be towards the end of the year and it is important to continue gathering evidence.
AGENDA ITEM 8 — UPDATE ON PLANNING RELATED CONCERNS
1. Non-response from Alan Kilroe regarding Cronton Road development – formal letter to be collated by Cllr Thomas
2. Chapel Lane TW appeal – Sue Fealey & team are heading this up.  Appeal date of 22nd September to be confirmed.  This is not a full public meeting but complainants should be invited to attend.
3. Cronton Road development – environmental/grey belt issues to be further investigated, also potential archaeological elements to be explored.  Evidence to support these issues to be collated.
4. Bloor Homes development (old JLR site) meeting identified mainly complaints regarding increased traffic.  There is a need for a co-ordinated traffic assessment taking into account all the proposed new developments and the cumulative effect.
5. Halsnead Farm application – also needs to be considered within the traffic assessment.
AGENDA ITEM 9 — WORKING GROUP REPORTS
Received verbally for information only
1. Budget:
1. 6 month period to be reviewed at next meeting in September so need to start tracking budget.
2. Planning:
1. Nothing further to add.
3. Community Events:
1. Knowsley Flower show next month – free shuttle bus has been arranged.
1. Living Well bus confirmed 14th August.
1. Gala related events coming up in September.
1. Grant application form to remain as is. Grants to be opened up to use what is available. Motion to approve proposed: Cllr Hayes, seconded: Cllr Thomas.  Motion carried.
4. Compliance / Policies / Website:
1. CPW working group to incorporate “Transparency and Audit Accountability” website page (refer Per Pro document).
1. Website vulnerabilities to be assessed by working group and verified by Chair / Clerk.
5. Environmental:
1. Cllr Hayes met with James Holmes to address Pasture maintenance issues as areas of the path are now deteriorating due to delayed action.
1. The opportunity for replacement sculptures in the Pasture has been missed due to lack of communication.
1. Noticeboards at Pex Hill Observatory car park and top of Sandy Lane have fallen into disrepair.  Responsibility for these is unclear but action is needed.  Cllr Hayes tabled quotations for review – these will be considered within the budget.
1. New road markings throughout the village are underway.
1. Councillors Hayes, Fielding & Heywood attended the Action Day on 1st July and connected with members of KMBC Environmental team.  It is important that complaints get formally logged with KMBC to give the village a “louder voice” within the borough.
1. Environmental lead, Jane Tyson, is following up on nuisance reports concerning George’s Wood.
1. Overgrown pathways on Sandy Lane have been logged.
1. Bus stops on Hall Lane and Cronton Road are to be reconfigured with block paving but no shelters – no date yet confirmed.
6. Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP):
1. Questionnaire to go out with the summer newsletter.
AGENDA ITEM 10 — OFFICE REFURBISHMENT
1. New LED lights have been fitted in the main office.
1. New flooring – quote for flooring received, laminate is more cost effective than lino.  Laminate sample approved and Cllr Fielding will get 2 further quotes.
AGENDA ITEM 11 — PASTURE PERIMETER FENCING
Quotation received from Knowsley approved contractor within budget.  Motion to approve proposed: Cllr Hayes, seconded: Cllr Thomas.  Motion carried.
AGENDA ITEM 12 — NEWSLETTER
Clerk to proceed with layout and populate with articles from individuals.  Motion to approve not required due to timescales.
AGENDA ITEM 13 — FINANCE
Receipts, Payments and Bank Reconciliation:
Bank reconciliation to be prepared in time for September review.
Bank mandate update is in progress and the Clerk is awaiting final approval from Natwest as signatory.
Invoices for Approval (non direct debits):
· Office refurb – new door furniture £24.78.  Motion: Cllr Thomas, approved: Cllr Heywood.
· Office security – New front door lock installed by Jon Smith, Locksmith £153.00. Motion: Cllr Thomas, approved: Cllr Fielding.
Precept/Budget:
Separate reserve locations for fencing, elections and office refurbishment agreed.
Bank Signatories:
Additional personal information (DoB) required in order to remove D Rostance, S Cooper and S Boyd from banking system. Clerk is progressing with this.
Woods and Cooper payroll provider to be added to current account only as signatory.  Clerk to progress this once mandate changes have been approved by Natwest.
Amazon Business Account:
Motion to open a business account with Amazon proposed: Cllr Thomas, seconded: Cllr Hayes.  Motion carried.  Clerk to progress.

AGENDA ITEM 14 — DATE OF NEXT MEETING
1. Date of next meeting:  Monday 7th September 2026 7:00pm

The meeting closed at 8:42pm.
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