CRONTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Monday 8th June 2026, 7:00pm — Parish Council Office
DRAFT COPY
ATTENDANCE
Present: Cllr Gordon Thomas (Chair), Cllr Rosanne Hayes, Cllr Rachel Fielding, Cllr Gerard McGann, Cllr Colin Thistlewood, Cllr Ron Gaffney (Ward Councillor), Helen Howard (Clerk & RFO), five members of the public.
Apologies accepted: Cllr Lynne Heywood
Absent without apology: Cllr D Gilbertson (Ward Councillor)
AGENDA ITEM 1 — WELCOME AND APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received and accepted as noted above. Cllr Terry Byron (Ward Councillor) was noted absent through illness. It was noted that there has been no acknowledgment from Cllr Gilbertson. 
New Clerk & RFO Helen Howard welcomed in post.
AGENDA ITEM 2 — DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None declared.
AGENDA ITEM 3 — MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING (13th April 2026)
The minutes of the previous meeting, circulated with AGM invite, were accepted as a true and accurate record. Proposed: Cllr Thomas. Seconded: Cllr Hayes.
AGENDA ITEM 4 — PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Public participation opened at 7:03pm. Five members of the public were present.
Items raised:
· Proposed Cronton Road development – discussed under Agenda Item 9
· Proposed Bloor Homes (JLR) development – discussed under Agenda Item 9
· Proposed Chapel Lane (TW) development – discussed under Agenda Item 9
· Tarbock Island works and traffic impact on village – wider discussion under Agenda Item 9
 Public participation closed at 7:07pm.
AGENDA ITEM 5 — OPEN CLERK / RFO VACANCY UPDATE
Helen Howard appointed initially into Clerk role and to train into RFO role.
Concept of locum raised, Clerk to research locum through NALC - agreed

AGENDA ITEM 6 — VACANT COUNCILLOR POSITION
New Co-option policy sent for review.
Changes to be included:
· Clarification of 14/21 day polling requirement
· Signposting to website
Co-option policy adopted subject to these changes.
AGENDA ITEM 7 — POLICING IN CRONTON
Officers will no longer be attending parish/town council meetings as it is seen as a duplication of duties.  They will attend Area Liaison meetings (4 per year) which do not invite public or parish/town representation.  Therefore, monthly reports will need to be submitted to the Ward Councillors to present at these meetings.
Cllr Gaffney is seeking further update and will advise.
AGENDA ITEM 8 — WARD COUNCILLORS' REPORTS
Cllr R Gaffney – Has requested update from Alan Kilroe regarding Chapel Lane / TW development and been advised that an appeal has been lodged by TW 2 months before the deadline - refer to Agenda Item 9 below.
AGENDA ITEM 9 — UPDATE ON PLANNING RELATED CONCERNS
1. Status of request to meet with Alan Kilroe:
AK has declined a formal meeting regarding Cronton Road development – see item 3 below.
2. Chapel Lane appeal by TW:
Appeal has not been lodged on the planning portal and the Parish Council has not been formally advised of the TW appeal.  Both these items need to be challenged.
3. Cronton Road development:
Proposal has not yet reached the committee phase – anticipated late summer.
An extraordinary meeting has been requested concerning the issue of planning committee non- compliance with procedures pre-consultation. AK has been advised by Legal not to engage although he has suggested an informal discussion which is not considered a good resolution.
ACTION: Councillor Thomas to write to Jemma Jones to resolve this.
4. Public consultation on Bloor Homes:
Cronton residents back onto the proposed development but have no right to involvement as it comes under Halton Borough Council.  There is a public meeting on Thursday 11th June at the Hillcrest Hotel which is open for anyone to attend.
A key item to be addressed is the requirement for a bespoke traffic assessment for all the combined proposed new developments which will heavily impact Cronton Road (ie approximately 1000 properties) in total rather than consider the proposed developments in isolation.
AGENDA ITEM 10 — WORKING GROUP REPORTS
Received verbally for information only
1. Budget:
1. Additional items accrued to be separated out so as to not draw on reserve
2. Planning:
1. 1 new issue to report – retrospective planning application received for the pods at the Unicorn Inn. 
3. Community Events:
1. Nothing new to report
1. Request from Cronton walking football to use pasture – under consideration – note item duplicated from previous agenda
1. Request from Gala for events – ongoing – note item duplicated from previous agenda
1. Still no confirmation on dates for Living Well bus – RH to follow up.
4. Compliance / Policies / Website:
1. Cllr Thistlewood has checked the website for accuracy of documents.
1. Co-option procedure document has been updated and agreed subject to comments (see agenda item 6 above)
1. Cllr Thistlewood is dealing with recent cyber incident.  Resolution to verified with Clerk.
5. Environmental:
1. Cllr Hayes reported that S Jones has wildflower seeded the Pasture recently with further seeding planned for this week.
1. Cllr Hayes is awaiting a response from C Holmes regarding the new sculptures for the Pasture.
1. Action day has been arranged for w/c 29th June – date to be confirmed.
6. Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP):
1. Nothing to report
AGENDA ITEM 11 — OFFICE REFURBISHMENT & SECURITY
1. New locks to be installed on outer door and Clerks office door (suggested digilock).
1. Alarm code has been changed.
1. Approval granted to appoint locksmith.
1. LED lights due for installation potentially next week.  Clerk to contact electrician to arrange access.
1. Window notice boards approved – Clerk to order.
1. New non-carpet flooring to be sourced and approved.  Cllr Fielding to look into options.
1. Cllr Thistlewood proposed a wall mounted monitor for use during meetings and presentations.  This would serve as an asset for public meetings and hire of the office by community groups.
1. Once complete, the office to be made available for hire by community groups and as office space.
Resolved: To progress with ordering noticeboard. Flooring and furniture investigation to be progressed.
AGENDA ITEM 12 — NEWSLETTER — JULY EDITION
The following sections were agreed for the July newsletter, with responsibility allocated as noted:
1. Newsletter to be out for approval at the next meeting – Action All
1. Format to be finalised – possible A3 folded
1. Thanks to volunteers — office refurbishment (RF)
1. Advertising: full page £100, half page £50, quarter page £25 as previously agreed. Prioritise based on number of requests received. Free ads for contributors to the office refurb.
1. Introduction of new Clerk (GT)
1. Community Centre: events and article about planters funded by the Parish Council – Photo PC Millie (RH)
1. Gala (RH)
1. Action Day walk - article (100 words) by Sue Fealey
1. Important dates 
1. Living well bus – date tbc
1. Planning updates, including Chapel Lane appeal — (Planning Working Group)
1. Councillors: Names and contact details — (Clerk & ALL)
1. AGM: Chair's report, Chair for next year, Introduction of Vice Chair (GT)
1. Possible paragraph from Park Ranger — CPC to produce summary update

AGENDA ITEM 13 — FINANCE
Receipts, Payments and Bank Reconciliation:
Bank reconciliation to be deferred to the end of the quarter.
New Clerk in post but requires training for RFO role – interim RFO to be appointed for a month to complete AGAR. 
Cllr Hayes will continue to oversee payments until Clerk & RFO has been updated onto bank account.  Clerk to contact NatWest business manager to arrange
Invoices for Approval (non D/D):
1. Chubb – approval for payment agreed
1. No further open invoices to consider.
Precept / Budget:
Acknowledged reserves for fencing, elections and office refurbishment.
Clear understanding on reserves agreed.

Annual Internal Auditor:
Agreed to recontinue with Judith Lawson of Per Pro Services as internal auditor for financial year 2025–2026. Estimated fee: £80 per hour, approximately 4–6 hours. 
Audit approval deferred – extraordinary meeting to approve scheduled for Monday 22nd June 7pm
Action: Clerk to contact Judith Lawson
Bank Signatories:
To be confirmed that D. Rostance, S. Cooper and S. Boyd have been removed as signatories from the NatWest online banking system. 
Action: Clerk to arrange with NatWest to replace the above signatories
Woods & Cooper to be added to the online banking system as standard procedure and to continue to use them as our external payroll provider. Motion — Agreed.
Action:  Clerk to progress


AGENDA ITEM 14 — BLACKROCK ACCOUNT
No further update.  Low priority
AGENDA ITEM 15 — DATE OF NEXT MEETING AND IMPORTANT DATES
1. Date of next meeting:  Monday 13th July 2026 7:00pm

The meeting closed at 8:43pm.
