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	MINUTES 
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL


	Date 
	Monday 12th May 2025 at 8pm

	Venue
	Cronton Parish Office 

	Attendees 
	Cllr Rosanne Hayes

Cllr Gordon Thomas 

Cllr Ged McGann

Cllr Vinny Dooley 

Cllr Lianne Terry
Cllr Rachel Fielding

Cllr Simon Boyd

Sara Boyd Clerk & RFO

Cllr R Gaffney – Ward Councillor – Whiston & Cronton



	Apologies
	Cllr H Wilde
Cllr D Allen – Ward Councillor – Whiston & Cronton
Cllr T Byron – Ward Councillor – Whiston & Cronton

PC M Vincent – Neighbourhood Policing

C Birtles – Green Infrastructure Manager



For all sets of minutes and backing papers it is taken that all will have been pre-read and coverage will therefore be limited to: • accuracy • action points • challenge.
	AGENDA ITEM 1
	ELECTION OF CHAIR FOR 2025 / 2025

	
	1. To elect a chair of the council
2. Elected Chair to sign the Declaration of Office of Chairman
Cllr G Thomas and Cllr G McGann propose to call Extraordinary General Meeting
6.15pm Thursday 22nd May

Vice Chair Cllr L Terry chaired the meeting.


	AGENDA ITEM 2
	ELECTION OF VICE CHAIR FOR 2025 / 2025

	
	To elect a Vice Chair of the Council
Cllr G Thomas and Cllr G McGann propose to call Extraordinary General Meeting

6.15pm Thursday 22nd May


	AGENDA ITEM 3
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

	
	Cllr H Wilde

Cllr D Allen – Ward Councillor – Whiston & Cronton
Cllr T Byron – Ward Councillor – Whiston & Cronton

PC M Vincent – Neighbourhood Policing

C Birtles – Green Infrastructure Manager
Apologies for absence received.


	AGENDA ITEM 4
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

	
	1. To note any declarations of interest made by members in connection with an agenda item. Members to specify the nature of the interest.
2. To receive any written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interests.

3. To grant any requests for dispensation as appropriate

No declarations received


	AGENDA ITEM 5
	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION


	
	The public is invited to ask questions and make representations in respect of the business on the agenda. The time allocated is at the discretion of the chair – typically 15 minutes.
Notes from this section will appear in the minutes of the meeting.
If you wish to address the council or ask a question and do not wish to attend the meeting, or are not able to attend, you can submit your questions in writing or email to the clerk no less than 12 noon on the day of the meeting.
2 members of the public in attendance. 8.14pm
Update on Chapel Lane Development requested – Cllr R Gaffney, Cllr G Thomas gave an update and will be added as agenda item for June.
Update on Penny Lane survey. Cllr S Boyd spoke to local Farmer who doesn’t know anything about it as he doesn’t own the land.

Green Belt area to be added onto the next meeting agenda.

Public participation ended at 8.37pm




	AGENDA ITEM 6
	WARD COUNCILLOR REPORTS

	
	To receive Ward Councillor Reports 
Cllr R Gaffney, reported an increase in emails regarding planning, suggested putting together a local plan for Chapel Lane Development.
Look at the conditions of the development such as dust – look at the planning enforcement officers. 
Directory required of developers, sub contractors, planning enforcement etc as its likely that there will be years of inconvenience.

To be added to next agenda. 
Next Knowsley planning meeting June when an update would be available


	AGENDA ITEM 7
	 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING


	
	To consider and approve the minutes of the previous meeting.
The minutes were accepted as a true and accurate record by Cllr G McGann and Cllr G Thomas.


	AGENDA ITEM 8
	EXTERNAL BODY APPOINTMENTS

	
	To agree Parish Councillor appointments to the external bodies
1. Cronton Gala  – Cllr V Dooley – Proposed by Cllr G McGann and Cllr R Fielding
2. Cronton Community Centre – Cllr L Terry – Cllr G McGann and Cllr S Boyd
3. Merseytravel – Cllr G McGann – Cllr L Terry and Cllr G Thomas

4. Mulit user path – Cllr G McGann – Cllr L Terry and Cllr R Fielding


	AGENDA ITEM 9
	STANDING ORDERS

	
	To review and adopt Standing orders – electronically sent
1. Cronton Parish Council - IT Policy (NALC addition for 2025)

2. Cronton Parish Council – Standing Order

3. Cronton Parish Council – Financial Regulations

4. Cronton Parish Council – Complaints procedure

5. Cronton Parish Council – Terms of Reference

6. Cronton Parish Council – Asset Register

7. Cronton Parish Council – Data Protection Policy

8. Cronton Parish Council – Power of Delegation

9. Cronton Parish Council -  Equality and Diversity Policy

10. Cronton Parish Council – Freedom of Information
All standing orders adopted and agreed.

Cllr R Fielding and Cllr G McGann
Section 22 Media policy standing orders  - need press / media policy from Nalc –

Get a list of NALC courses for 2025


	AGENDA ITEM 10
	FINANCIAL REPORTS – INTERNAL AUDIT

	
	1. To review the Internal Audit report for 2024/ 2025
2. To agree to the recommendations of the Internal Audit report 2024 / 2025

3. To consider and approve Internal Audit invoice 
10.1 Annual Internal audit agreed and noted Cllr G McGann and Cllr R Heyes 
10.2 Recommendations of audit being adopted Cllr L Terry and Cllr S Boyd

      10.3 Cllr V Dooley and Cllr S Boyd agreed to Invoice Internal Auditor



	AGENDA ITEM 11
	FINANCIAL REPORTS – EXTERNAL AUDIT

	
	1. To consider and approve – Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement 2024 /2025
2. To consider and approve – Section 2 – Accounting Statements 2024 / 2025

3. To publish the commencement date for the exercise of public rights
To accept clerks recommendations for a basic accountancy package from Scribe who will assist in the preparation of figures, VAT and AGAR compliancy, upload VAT returns and produce year end figures. Scribe are specialist in Parish Councils where the clerk is also the RFO.

www.scribeaccounts.com – costs for 1 user are £25 per month.
1. Section 1 Annual Governance Statement agreed by Cllr G McGann and Cllr G Thomas

2. Section 2 The Accounting Statements Agreed by Cllr S Boyd and Cllr L Thomas

3. To publish the commencement of public rights – Agreed by Cllr V Dooley and Cllr S Boyd

Cllr S Boyd and Cllr R Fielding agreed to implement scribe accountancy package.


	AGENDA ITEM 12
	PLANNING APPLICATIONS

	
	CASE OFFICER: Reece Black APPLICANT: Mr Peter Knight 

APP. TYPE Full Application LOCATION: White House Farm Prescot Road Cronton PROPOSAL: ERECTION OF 1NO. TWO STOREY OUTBUILDING TOGETHER WITH THE DEMOLITION OF THE EXISTING BARN 

WARD: Whiston & Cronton View Here - https://planapp.knowsley.gov.uk/online 
CASE OFFICER:  Andrew Hunt 

APPLICANT:  mr Peter Knight 

APP. TYPE Full Application 

LOCATION: White House Farm  Prescot Road Cronton 

PROPOSAL: ERECTION OF A SINGLE STOREY SIDE PORCH EXTENSION 

WARD:  Whiston & Cronton 

APPLICANT:  Tritax Symmetry Merseyside 1 Limited 

CASE OFFICER:  Clare Appleyard 

LOCATION: Former Site Of Cronton Colliery Cronton Road Halsnead Garden Village 

PROPOSAL: NON MATERIAL AMENDMENT TO VARY THE WORDING OF CONDITION 44 OF 

HYBRID PLANNING PERMISSION 20/00494/HYB  (HYBRID PLANNING APPLICATION 

COMPRISING: FULL APPLICATION FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF 161,900 SQ FT 

(15,041 SQ M) (GIA) OF STORAGE AND DISTRIBUTION FLOORSPACE (USE CLASS 

B8), INCLUDING ANCILLARY OFFICES (USE CLASS B1), SECURITY GATEHOUSE, 

SITE ACCESS ROAD, ENGINEERING EARTHWORKS TO FORM A PART COUNTRY 

PARK, PUBLIC CAR PARK TO SERVE COUNTRY PARK, AND ASSOCIATED WORKS; 

AND OUTLINE APPLICATION WITH DETAILS OF POINT OF ACCESS (DETAILS OF 

PART-ACCESS, LANDSCAPING, APPEARANCE, SCALE AND LAYOUT ARE 

RESERVED) FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF UP TO 838,100 SQ FT (77,862 SQ M) 

(GIA) OF STORAGE AND DISTRIBUTION FLOORSPACE (USE CLASS B8), WITH 

ANCILLARY OFFICES AND LIGHT INDUSTRIAL (USE CLASS B1); ENGINEERING 

EARTHWORKS TO FORM COUNTRY PARK AND DRAINAGE ATTENUATION PONDS; 

PEDESTRIAN/CYCLE/EQUESTRIAN ROUTE CONNECTING EXISTING M62 

FOOTBRIDGE WITH PROPOSED COUNTRY PARK; AND ASSOCIATED WORKS) TO 

AMEND THE CONDITION TRIGGER TO PROVIDE DETAILS OF THE BUS STOPS 

PRIOR TO FIRST OCCUPATION OF UNIT 03 OR UNIT 04 
No action required.



	AGENDA ITEM 13
	PASTURE MAINTENANCE CONTRACT AND GRANTS UPDATE

	
	Update from Cllr R Hayes and Cllr S Boyd
Cllr Boyd had 2 calls with T Webster regarding grants available for pitch maintenance – 6 year tapered grant alongside Pex Hill 

Per pitch around £4000.

Grass equipment fund – but Pex Hill would have to fund 70%

Storage container fund – not applicable for pasture.

Cllr Boyd also spoke about Bowling grants for pathways around the bowling green, Cllr Boyd has passed details to Darren Sharkey and Helen Wilde of Cronton Community Centre.

Cllr Boyd will complete grant forms for the pasture and update at next meeting


	AGENDA ITEM 14
	GRANTS APPLICATION FORM AND POLICY

	
	1. New grant policy and form to be adopted. 

2. Date to be agreed to advertise for grant applications 
Look at the old form and compare and change where necessary
Parish Council grants are now open for applications – deadline on applications

	
	


	AGENDA ITEM 15
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING/S 



	
	Please refer to the meeting schedule circulated at the beginning of the year for all dates for 2025.

· Tuesday 10th June 7pm



Transparency code dictates that draft minutes of meetings must be published within 4 weeks of a meeting.

Please note that minutes remain in draft form until approved at the next meeting.

After the next meeting a signed and accurate copy of the minutes will be available on request.[image: image1.png]
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