

	MINUTES
MEETING OF THE CRONTON PARISH COUNCIL


	Date 
	Monday 12th January 2026

	Venue
	Cronton Parish Office 

	Attendees 
	Cllr Gordon Thomas 
Cllr Rosanne Hayes
Cllr Rachel Fielding
Cllr Ged McGann 
Cllr Lianne Terry


	Apologies
	Clerk & RFO
Cllr Colin Thistlewood
Cllr Lynne Heywood
PC Millie Vincent
Cllr T Byrom – Ward Councillor
Cllr D Allen – Ward Councillor



	Unattended
	Cllr Vinny Dooley
Cllr R Gaffney – Ward Councillor




For all sets of minutes and backing papers it is taken that all will have been pre-read and coverage will therefore be limited to: • accuracy • action points • challenge.
 
	AGENDA ITEM 1
	WELCOME & APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.

	
	Councillors are reminded that records of councillor’s attendance are required to be published to the Parish website. 




	AGENDA ITEM 2
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST.

	
	1. Councillors are reminded of the need to update their register of interest.
2. To declare any personal interest in items on the agenda and their nature.
3. To declare any prejudicial interest in items on the agenda and their nature.
(Councillors and their prejudicial interests must leave the room for the relevant items)




	AGENDA ITEM 3
	MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING (8th December 2025)

	
	To receive and approve the minutes of the last meeting. Any points of accuracy should be addressed in this item.

Approved by Cllr Fielding and Cllr Hayes
It was re-stated that the minutes need to be added to the website each month









	AGENDA ITEM 4
	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION


	
	The public is invited to ask questions and make representations in respect of the business on the agenda. The time allocated is at the discretion of the chair – 
Notes from this section will appear in the minutes of the meeting.

A resident raised concerns about a news item about “grey belt” 

Closed at 7.06pm





	AGENDA ITEM 5
	OPEN CLERK/RFO VACANCY UPDATE

	
	Verbal report on applicants - GT.
Agree next steps

One candidate was interviewed and not taken forward (based on the scoring system used), 1 candidate pulled out. 

Action: Cllr Thomas to send contact to all unsuccessful applicants.
Action: Cllr Thomas to speak to democratic services about locum support and ask about Linkedin Adverts
£900 approved by all for advertising costs – Indeed etc





	AGENDA ITEM 6
	Update from Chris Birtles

	
	To discuss Pasture contract / renewal / outstanding actions.

Apologies from Chris
Action Cllr Hayes to chase for next time



	AGENDA ITEM 7
	Planters project at Community centre 

	
	Progress to payment following evidence and invoices from the community centre. Discuss proposal on how this can benefit the village by growing plugs for the wildflower garden. 

Cllr Thomas shared report from Helen Wilde (Chair Cronton CC) 
Payment approved by all





	[bookmark: _heading=h.m0y4wylpvdd]AGENDA ITEM 8
	WARD COUNCILLOR REPORTS

	
	To receive Ward Councillor Reports. 
Cllr T Byron 
Cllr R Gaffney 
Cllr D Allen

None in attendance




	AGENDA ITEM 9
	POLICING IN CRONTON

	
	To receive report from Merseyside Police

PC Vincent sent 2 x Parking complaints and 1 x RTC on Xmas Eve. 
Cllr Thomas to speak to PC Vincent and KMBC re repairs/insurance

It was questioned by Councillors if the spiking at the Dandelion was reported. 





	AGENDA ITEM 10
	WORKING GROUPS REPORTS


	
	To receive for information only the undermentioned verbal reports: 

1. Budget - Working Group – GT

Reminder re the budget meeting

2. Planning -Working Group – LH
Cllr Thomas sent information on how to access planning applications, this will be a task for the Clerk to check. 
Received consultation re a planning application at Halsnead Farm – the impact on Cronton traffic was discussed. 
There is no update on Chapel Lane.


3. Community Events - Working Group – RH
Cllr Fielding to advertise Litter Pick on 14/2 at 11am
Living Well bus on 20th March

4. Compliance / Policies /Website - Working Group – CT
The Code of Conduct will be on the agenda next month for adoption. 
Cllr Terry to ask LALC for disciplinary process template
Cllr Thistlewood has requested website logins from Cllr Dooley, not yet received. Cllr Thomas to contact Cllr Dooley to share login details. 

5. Environmental - Working Group – RH
The pasture path needs chasing up, and Cllr Hayes will chase the bulb project with Cronton CC. 
The leak near Norlands Lane has been reported to United Utilities who will investigate further and report back, if not a UU issue, they will report to EHO. 

Cllr Thomas to find the reply re the apple tree on the pasture and resend to resident after Council approval`
6. Neighbourhood Development Plan - Working Group – GMC
This is to move forward after the newsletter and flyer have gone out. 







	[bookmark: _heading=h.ueeivcyavb17][bookmark: _Hlk218527327]AGENDA ITEM 11
	Office Refurb 

	
	To receive quotations and approve work against 2025 budget approval.

Cllr Fielding reported that Martin and a group of volunteers would paint, there was also a discussion around improving the window displays. 

It was agreed by all Councillors to use the volunteers rather than award to those who tendered




	AGENDA ITEM 12
	NEWSLETTER

	
	Assign content providers for agreed topics for Winter edition. Identify volunteer to produce newsletter. 

Agreed Items and Council News
Remembrance Sunday -GMC
Chapel Lane update and Redrow development - GT
Winter Clean - RF
Knowsley Music Festival - RH
New Councillors (CT & LH)
War Memorial Booklet History Group Appeal - GT
Appeal for NDP volunteers - GMC
Introduce Working groups – GT
Christmas Carol Service – GMC
Community centre and Gala – (RH & RF)
Living Well – RH
Events Section - LT
Promote Webpage and FB group – LT
Draft version - LT

Identify any advertisers.

Content to be sent to Cllr Terry by 31/1 to be put together for approval at the meeting on 16/2
A page to be included re advertising and pricing and a note about advertising policy




	AGENDA ITEM 13
	FINANCE – END NOV FINANCIAL REPORT

	
	
Receipts and Payments/Bank Reconciliation 
Bank reconciliation if available will be provided at meeting.
Reaffirmation on interim RFO responsibilities to Cllrs.


Invoices for Approval (non direct debits)
Yvonne Prescott has had a charge against her for Cloud services. 

Cllr Hayes and Cllr Thomas have a meeting arranged with Yvonne

Needs changing to DD and verification that service is active. – ongoing
ASL invoice for toner

Review any open invoices and motion for approval to pay.

Approval was agreed for Seniors Xmas party contribution
Auditor payment
Hosting

It was agreed to not fix the Electric rate with British Gas

Bank Signatories-
Now that the NatWest online banking is set up and working – We should remove those people who are signatories and no longer on the council as they have complete access to the NatWest online banking.
D Rostance
S Cooper
S Boyd

Current Signatories also have access to the online banking system – 
R Hayes
G Thomas (does not have app access yet only an approved signatory)

Signatories that need to be added onto the online banking system
Woods and Cooper payroll provider – This is standard procedure for any payroll provider and would only have access to the current account which does not effectively hold any funds.







	[bookmark: _heading=h.340gp3c7lfpe]AGENDA ITEM 14
	Blackrock Account

	
	RH to advise and lead discussion

Cllr Thomas to ask Will Cook to sign a letter or authority, giving the Chair authority to talk to BlackRock





	AGENDA ITEM 15
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING – ANNUAL LEAVE 


	
	26th January – Budget approval meeting
February 9th – monthly meeting (Chair sends advanced apologies due to Holiday) to confirm LT is available to chair Feb meeting.

It was suggested that the next meeting is postponed until 16/02 – this was approved by all. 

Meeting closed at 8.55pm
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